WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1. A method of processing a sample containijag at least 
one biological element, the method comprising fefre steps of: 

(a) introducing a first conductor anc^a second conductor 
into the sample containing at least one/biological element ; 

(b) applying a voltage betweerj/the first conductor and 
the second conductor; and 

(c) adjusting the voltage to reduce an ability of the at 
least one biological element in the sample to be amplified or 
detected in a PCR reactiem process. 



2 . A method j6Z processing a sample containing at least 
one biological eminent , the method comprising the steps of: 
15 (a) removably attaching the at least one biological 

element in t^ne sample to a binding member; 

(b) /introducing a first conductor and a second conductor 

into the^ sample; 

) applying a voltage between the first conductor and 

2 0 the Second conductor; and 

(d) adjusting the voltage such that the biological 
Element in the sample is removed from the binding member. 



3. A method of processing a sample controlling at least 
25 one biological element, the method cotiro^rsing the steps of: 

(a) introducing a first fcondtfctor and a second conductor 

into the sample; 

(b) applying a vo3r£age between the first conductor and 

the second conductor; and 
30 (c) adjusting the voltage to unzip the at least one 

biologicalxelement in the sample. 
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4. A method of processing a sample containing at le^rst 
one biological element, the method comprising the steps^ of : 

(a) locating a first conductor and a second conductor 

adjacent the sample; 

(b) applying a voltage between the fi^t conductor and 

the second conductor; and 

(c) adjusting the voltage to redtfce an ability of the at 
least one biological element in th^ sample to be amplified or 
detected in a PCR reaction proems. 
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5 . A method of processing a sample containing at least 
one biological element^ the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) removably/attaching the at least one biological 
element in the sample to a binding member; 

(b) locating a first conductor and a second conductor 

adjacent the sample; 

(cy applying a voltage between the first conductor and 

the second conductor; and 

(d) adjusting the voltage such that the biological 
lement in the sample is removed from the binding member. 
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G. A method of processing a sample containing^art least 
one biological element, the method comprising^^e steps of: 
(a) locating a first conductor and/3 second conductor 



adj acent the sample ; 

(b) applying a voltage 



the first conductor and 



the second conductor; anj 

(d) adjustino^trhe voltage to unzip the at least one 
biological elem^^it in the sample. 



